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NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR HIGHER EDUCATION

March 18, 2009

Dear College of DuPage Trustees:
 
I am writing as the President of the National Council for Higher Education, the advocacy group for higher education faculty and staff within the National Education Association.  NEA represents almost 200,000 higher education faculty and staff at colleges and universities around the country, and has over 3.2 million educator members at all levels of education.  We wish to protest the changes in the Policy Manual on Educational Policy being considered by the Board of Trustees of the College of DuPage.  NCHE joins our fellow faculty groups in objecting to these changes, which represent fundamental threats to academic freedom, shared governance, and the quality of education offered by the college.

NEA is strongly committed to the quality of education at all levels, and has longstanding policy in both academic freedom and shared governance.  NEA adopted its first resolution on academic freedom, “Freedom of the Teacher,” in 1928 and from the beginning tied the concept to the professional nature of teaching:

We believe there should be more genuine freedom for the teacher, freedom in mind and spirit to achieve and create and to take pride in the art of teaching, so that he may have the same satisfaction in achievement and recognition that the lawyer, the doctor, and the engineer have in the practice of their professions.

More recently, the Association has stated that “academic freedom is essential to the teaching profession. Academic freedom includes the rights of teachers and learners to explore and discuss divergent points of view. Controversial issues should be a part of the instructional program when, in the judgment of the professional staff, the issues are appropriate to the curriculum and to the maturity level of the student.”   NEA believes that “academic and intellectual freedom in institutions of higher education are best protected and promoted by tenure, academic due process, and faculty self-governance.”   

Finally, as part of our policy, the NEA has endorsed the AAUP’s 1940 Statement of Principles on Academic Freedom and Tenure which states in part: 

Institutions of higher education are conducted for the common good and not to further the interest of either the individual teacher or the institution as a whole. The common good depends on the free search for truth and its free exposition.

 

Academic freedom is essential to these purposes and applies to both teaching and research. Freedom in research is fundamental to the advancement of truth. Academic freedom in its teaching aspect is fundamental for the protection of the rights of the teacher and of the student in freedom in learning.

 A separate NEA policy statement defines our conception of shared governance, which we believe is critical to the quality and vitality of higher education.  The policy states:

Faculty members in higher education should have primary responsibility to: 

1. Determine the curriculum, subject matter, methods of instruction, and other academic standards and processes. 

2. Establish the requirements for earning degrees and certificates, and authorize the administration and governing board to grant same. 

3. Exercise, where the faculty deems it appropriate, primary responsibility for determining the status of colleagues, especially appointment, reappointment, and tenure. 

4. Establish procedures for awarding promotions, sabbaticals, research support, and other rewards or perquisites. 

 

It is against this background that we base our opposition to the imposition of these sorts of policies on colleges and universities around the country.  Such policies demean the quality of the education provided to students, and contrary to their stated intent they exacerbate politically contentious debate, rather than promote academic and intellectual discussion.  Finally, such policies devalue the professionalism of the faculty and staff.

On behalf of NCHE and NEA, I urge you to reject these changes.  
Sincerely,

[image: image2.png]



James Rice

President, National Council for Higher Education

cc:

Nancy Stanko, President CODFA 



Mike Dusik, President CODAA 

Jeff Beaulieu, IEA Higher Ed Council chair

IEA Staff



NCHE Executive Committee

