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Chairman Obey, Ranking Member Tiahrt, and members of the Committee.  Thank you for the opportunity to speak with you today.

As a 23-year veteran classroom teacher, I have the honor to represent 3.2 million members who believe in the power of education to transform lives.

Fulfilling the promise and purpose of public education requires a solid foundation of resources.
In that respect, the President’s education budget is a mixed bag. While it correctly reflects an understanding that education fuels our nation’s success by calling for an overall funding increase, those increases would not reach all students, districts and states. 
Historically, thanks to the leadership of this committee, funding increases have gone to crucial formula-based programs, so that all students and states benefit. Now more than ever, from both an educational and jobs perspective, this needs to continue. 
That is why I raise a real red flag regarding the Administration’s trend toward more competitive grant programs.  A dramatic shift away from formula grants could have serious consequences in this economy.  Providing certainty to states and local school districts through formula-driven federal aid offers stability in an otherwise rapidly deteriorating fiscal environment.
The funding levels proposed for core programs like Title I and IDEA are less than what is necessary.  Poverty is still an issue in this country, and we still have schools that lack resources, committed and effective leadership, and enough great teachers and education support professionals to reach every student. 
The federal government must be engaged in these issues, starting by fully funding Title I and IDEA.  

I also want to address the Administration’s blueprint for ESEA reauthorization.  We know that Congress is eager to right the wrongs of No Child Left Behind. No one could be more eager than America's educators; however, our members cannot support this blueprint in its current form.  
The blueprint continues to call for prescriptions before the actual problems are diagnosed, even though struggling schools need a wide range of targeted actions to ensure they succeed for every student.  
It leaves out students’ first teachers – their parents.  In fact, the President’s budget would eliminate funding for Parent Information Resource Centers -- the only federal program dedicated to increasing family engagement.  Without this funding stream, parent education and outreach programs in low income and Title I communities could be lost.  

The blueprint also continues the current focus on tests, with no requirement of multiple measures of student learning.  

And, it fails to address current rules that undermine local decision-making around school improvement models. 

Finally, the blueprint ties teacher evaluation to student test scores.  Federal mandates for specific elements of a teacher evaluation or compensation system are akin to the federal government telling all mayors or corporations how to evaluate and pay their employees.  

We are sharing the blueprint with our members to ensure that ESEA reauthorization reflects their voices.  We hope Congress will engage with us in a productive dialogue to meet the needs of students, educators and public schools. 
Finally, I want to mention the need for additional investments in education jobs.  The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act has been credited with supporting more than 300,000 education jobs.  The economy and employment picture would be much worse without the Recovery Act.  
But, more needs to be done.  
Our affiliates report massive looming layoffs and program cuts.  
In North Carolina, projected cuts could mean the loss of more than 6,000 education jobs next year.

California is projecting as many as 20,000 education layoffs due to the budget crisis.

In Indiana, up to 5,000 teacher layoffs are anticipated.     

We greatly appreciate the tremendous work of the House in passing the Jobs for Main Street Act.  We continue to press the Senate on the urgency of passing similar assistance.  
The road to economic stability and prosperity runs through our public schools, and every student deserves the best we can offer.  It is now time to deliver. 

Thank you.
