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What Is TEF? (cont.) 

unfair. On average, the richest among us pay about $5 of every $100 of 
their income in state and local taxes while the poorest pay about $11. In the 
meantime, the share of taxes paid by corporations as a percentage of their 
profits has declined 50% over the last 20 years. All citizens should pay a 
fair share. Make taxes fair. Close tax loopholes. 

 Economic development policies that level the playing field for business. 
The economic playing field for business is not level. Big business gets tax 
subsidies — without any accountability or regard for their impact on schools 
and on school-age children — while small businesses struggle to compete. 
It’s not government’s job to pick winners over losers. All businesses should 
have a fair chance to compete in the new global economy. Level the 
economic playing field for business. 
 

 Funding for schools that is adequate and equitable. Adequate and 
equitable funding for public schools is the necessary first step toward 
building schools’ capacity to do their job. In no American state is funding for 
public schools adequate or equitable. All students deserve a fair chance to 
succeed in the 21st Century. All students have a basic right to a great 
public school. Make funding for schools adequate and equitable. 

 
NEA recognizes that we now live in a global knowledge and information economy. Adequate 
investment in public education is vital to maintaining our leadership in the 21st Century. We can 
achieve adequacy by addressing harmful trends in tax structures and economic development 
policies. We can achieve adequacy through TEF. 
 
State affiliate presidents and executive directors in all six NEA regions have decided to develop and 
pursue regional TEF agendas. TEF is one of NEA’s five Strategic Goals. 
 
For more information contact TEF@nea.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


