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A net $993 million increase for a total of $24.6 billion, but is offset by cuts to other 
education programs.  Net increase includes $300 million for two new private 
school voucher programs.  Excluding these voucher proposals, funding increases 
by 2.9 percent.

Increases funding by $1.1 billion, which is 
directed toward high schools.
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FULL FUNDING FEDERAL SHARE Budget

Cuts funding by almost $300 million from 2007.

Cuts funding for the U.S. Department of Education by almost $1.5 billion, or 2.6 percent, compared to 2007; and is 
below the level funded in 2006.

President Bush's Education Budget

Proposed Funding for No Child Left Behind (NCLB)

Grants to Local Educational Agencies (ESEA I-A)

Special Education Grants to States (IDEA) Federal Share vs. Full Funding*
(*40 percent of the excess costs of educating children with disabilities)

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

($ in billions)

APPROPRIATION AUTHORIZATION

2008

●

Eliminates funding for 44 programs for a reduction of $2.25 billion, including educational technology state grants, 
school counseling programs, and dropout prevention programs.

Cuts funding for public elementary and secondary schools (based on the combined totals for NCLB Act programs, 
IDEA programs, and career and technical education), while private schools would receive $300 million.

●

●

●

●

●

● Funding gap: $14.8 billion (2008 Bush budget compared to what is promised in 
the law in 2007, the last year of authorization).  The seven-year shortfall between 
authorized levels and actual funding grows to $70.9 billion.
Returns support to about the 2005 level, but is still $1.76 billion less than what 
would be necessary to keep up with rising prices.
Cuts Improving Teacher Quality State Grants by $100 million and Safe and Drug-
Free Schools and Communities State Grants by $250 million.  Most other 
programs are frozen at the prior year's level.

Despite the increase, the 2008 Bush budget still 
falls $11.1 billion short of last year's authorized 
level (programs under NCLB are authorized 
only through fiscal year 2007); and the 
cumulative shortfall since enactment would 
rise to $54.7 billion.

●

●

Bush
Budget

●

●

Funding gap: $8.7 billion (2008 Bush budget 
compared to 2008 authorization).

Represents only 16.5 percent of the federal 
share of educating children with disabilities, 
which is the lowest level of federal support 
since 2002; and continues the slide from the 
peak level of 2005.

●

For more information, contact Tom Zembar at 202.822.7109 or TZembar@nea.org.  As of April 6, 2007.
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State Grants for Innovative Programs (ESEA V-A)

Rural Education (ESEA VI-B)

Grants to Local Educational Agencies (ESEA Title I-A)

Safe & Drug-Free Schools State Grants (ESEA IV-A-1)

English Language Acquisition State Grants (ESEA III-A)

Impact Aid Basic Support Payments (ESEA VIII section 8003(b))

21st Century Community Learning Centers (ESEA IV-B)

Special Education Grants to States (IDEA Part B-611)

Career & Technical Education State Grants (CTEA Title I)

Federal Pell Grants (HEA IV-A-1)

Federal Work-Study (HEA IV-C)

Head Start (HSA section 639)

Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants (HEA IV-A-3)
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Cuts funding by $686 million, or 53 percent,  
including no proposed funding for Tech-Prep 
Education State Grants.

* Reflects the appropriation ceiling specified in law. See technical notes for details.
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2008 Bush Budget

1980

Increases the maximum Federal Pell Grant 
award by $290 to $4,600 in 2008, and in $200 
increments annually to reach $5,400 by 2012.
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Maximum Pell Grant Award as a Percentage of the 
Average Total Cost of a Public Four-Year College
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Federal Pell Grants (HEA)

●

Continues a downward march in support for 
career and technical education from a high of 
6.7 percent of total discretionary education 
dollars in 1980 to just over one percent in 2008.

●

Proposes to pay for the increase by cutting 
other student aid, such as eliminating Federal 
Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants, 
and holding Federal Work-Study steady at the 
same level funded the past two years.

From 2003 to 2006, the maximum Pell Grant 
award was frozen at $4,050 while the cost of 
higher education shot up 22 percent.  Even 
with the proposed increase, the maximum 
award's share of the average total costs of 
attending a public four-year college declines to 
under 32 percent from 33 percent in 2005, and 
is less than half of what it was in 1980.

●

●

●

Unserved**

Bush
Budget

** Represents children or students as a result of the funding gap between 2008 
Bush Budget and Authorized.  For Improving Teacher Quality State Grants, 
unserved represents teachers not hired.

For more information, contact Tom Zembar at 202.822.7109 or TZembar@nea.org.  As of April 6, 2007.



P R E S I D E N T ' S  B U D G E T  R E Q U E S T ,  F I S C A L  Y E A R  2 0 0 8

Congressional District (at Large), Montana
Dennis R. Rehberg
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A net $993 million increase for a total of $24.6 billion, but is offset by cuts to other 
education programs.  Net increase includes $300 million for two new private 
school voucher programs.  Excluding these voucher proposals, funding increases 
by 2.9 percent.

Increases funding by $1.1 billion, which is 
directed toward high schools.
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FULL FUNDING FEDERAL SHARE Budget

Cuts funding by almost $300 million from 2007.

Cuts funding for the U.S. Department of Education by almost $1.5 billion, or 2.6 percent, compared to 2007; and is 
below the level funded in 2006.

President Bush's Education Budget

Proposed Funding for No Child Left Behind (NCLB)

Grants to Local Educational Agencies (ESEA I-A)

Special Education Grants to States (IDEA) Federal Share vs. Full Funding*
(*40 percent of the excess costs of educating children with disabilities)

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

($ in billions)

APPROPRIATION AUTHORIZATION

2008

●

Eliminates funding for 44 programs for a reduction of $2.25 billion, including educational technology state grants, 
school counseling programs, and dropout prevention programs.

Cuts funding for public elementary and secondary schools (based on the combined totals for NCLB Act programs, 
IDEA programs, and career and technical education), while private schools would receive $300 million.

●

●

●

●

●

● Funding gap: $14.8 billion (2008 Bush budget compared to what is promised in the 
law in 2007, the last year of authorization).  The seven-year shortfall between 
authorized levels and actual funding grows to $70.9 billion.
Returns support to about the 2005 level, but is still $1.76 billion less than what 
would be necessary to keep up with rising prices.
Cuts Improving Teacher Quality State Grants by $100 million and Safe and Drug-
Free Schools and Communities State Grants by $250 million.  Most other 
programs are frozen at the prior year's level.

Despite the increase, the 2008 Bush budget still 
falls $11.1 billion short of last year's authorized 
level (programs under NCLB are authorized 
only through fiscal year 2007); and the 
cumulative shortfall since enactment would 
rise to $54.7 billion.

●

●

Bush
Budget

●

●

Funding gap: $8.7 billion (2008 Bush budget 
compared to 2008 authorization).

Represents only 16.5 percent of the federal 
share of educating children with disabilities, 
which is the lowest level of federal support 
since 2002; and continues the slide from the 
peak level of 2005.

●

For more information, contact Tom Zembar at 202.822.7109 or TZembar@nea.org.  As of April 6, 2007.
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Congressional District (at Large), Montana
Dennis R. Rehberg
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Grants to Local Educational Agencies (ESEA Title I-A)

Safe & Drug-Free Schools State Grants (ESEA IV-A-1)

English Language Acquisition State Grants (ESEA III-A)

Impact Aid Basic Support Payments (ESEA VIII section 8003(b))

21st Century Community Learning Centers (ESEA IV-B)

Special Education Grants to States (IDEA Part B-611)

Career & Technical Education State Grants (CTEA Title I)

Federal Pell Grants (HEA IV-A-1)

Federal Work-Study (HEA IV-C)

Head Start (HSA section 639)

Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants (HEA IV-A-3)
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Cuts funding by $686 million, or 53 percent,  
including no proposed funding for Tech-Prep 
Education State Grants.

* Reflects the appropriation ceiling specified in law. See technical notes for details.
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2008 Bush Budget

1980

Increases the maximum Federal Pell Grant 
award by $290 to $4,600 in 2008, and in $200 
increments annually to reach $5,400 by 2012.

69%

Maximum Pell Grant Award as a Percentage of the 
Average Total Cost of a Public Four-Year College
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Federal Pell Grants (HEA)

●

Continues a downward march in support for 
career and technical education from a high of 
6.7 percent of total discretionary education 
dollars in 1980 to just over one percent in 2008.

●

Proposes to pay for the increase by cutting 
other student aid, such as eliminating Federal 
Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants, 
and holding Federal Work-Study steady at the 
same level funded the past two years.

From 2003 to 2006, the maximum Pell Grant 
award was frozen at $4,050 while the cost of 
higher education shot up 22 percent.  Even with 
the proposed increase, the maximum award's 
share of the average total costs of attending a 
public four-year college declines to under 32 
percent from 33 percent in 2005, and is less than 
half of what it was in 1980.

●

●

●

Unserved**

Bush
Budget

** Represents children or students as a result of the funding gap between 2008 
Bush Budget and Authorized.  For Improving Teacher Quality State Grants, 
unserved represents teachers not hired.

Congressional District (at Large), Montana

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

For more information, contact Tom Zembar at 202.822.7109 or TZembar@nea.org.  As of April 6, 2007.


