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What constitutes a high-quality program? 
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Raising the Standards for Early Childhood  
Professionals Will Lead to Better Outcomes  

         —NEA President Dennis Van Roekel
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Are there benefits to specialized training?
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A review of state standards
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Minimum requirements for teachers in private child care centers

No requirements Alaska, Idaho, Iowa, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Michigan, Missouri, Nevada, North 
Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, Wyoming

Prior experience or observation 
in licensed preschool or child 
care center by licensing agent

Kansas, Maine, Mississippi, Montana, 
Nebraska, Oregon, West Virginia

High school diploma or GED Arkansas, Connecticut, Indiana, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Utah

Prior experience with high 
school diploma/GED

Arizona, Georgia, New York, North 
Carolina Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, Texas, Washington

Clock hours in early childhood 
education

Alabama, Florida, Maryland, New Mexico, 
Virginia, Wisconsin and The District of 
Columbia

Vocational or occupational 
education program

Colorado, Delaware, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire

Child Development Associate 
(CDA) or Certified Child Care 
Professional (CCP) credential

Hawaii, Illinois, Minnesota, New Jersey, 
Vermont

College coursework in early 
childhood or equivalent

California

Source:  National Child Care Information and Technical Assistance Center
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NEA advocates raising standards 
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Minimum education requirements for teachers in state funded pre-Ks

No Program Alaska, Hawaii, Idaho, Indiana, 
Mississippi, Montana, New Hampshire, 
North Dakota, Rhode Island, South 
Dakota, Utah, and Wyoming

Child Development Associate 
(CDA)

California, Colorado, Connecticut, 
Delaware, Florida, Iowa (in private ECE 
setting), Oregon. 

Associate of Arts degree (AA)  
in early childhood or equivalent

Georgia, Ohio
Washington , Minnesota

Bachelor’s degree (B.A.)
without specific early childhood 
endorsement or equivalent

District of Columbia, Louisiana, Maine, 
Michigan, Missouri, Nebraska, Nevada, 
New Jersey, West Virginia, Wisconsin

B.A. with specific early child-
hood endorsement or equivalent

Alabama, Arkansas, Illinois, Iowa (if in 
public school setting), Kansas, Kentucky, 
Maryland, Massachusetts (if in public 
school setting), New Mexico (if in public 
school setting), New York, North Carolina 
(only in the “More at Four” setting), 
Oregon, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Vermont (if in 
public school setting)

Source:  National Institute for Early Education Research
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