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“We begin by 
acknowledging that we 
across the country meet on 
the traditional lands served 
by Native peoples. We 
honor America’s First 
People and all elders, past, 
present and emerging, and 
we are called on to learn, 
and share what we learn, 
about the tribal history, 
culture, and contributions 
that have been suppressed 
in telling the story of 
America.”



Session Objectives

• By the end of this webinar participants will:

• Understand the federal emergency response for school 
meals 

• Share local experiences 

• Commit to taking action to advocate for students and 
educators in this extraordinary time



Our Purpose

• ESPs are crucial to helping students navigate these 
troubled times,  through support, education and 
food

• YOU have the power

• Use your power!



What is the scope of the need?

● Students who need meals when school is out

● Families who need food assistance

● Personal Protective Equipment for ESPs



What Has Congress Done?

March legislation:

• $8.8 billion for child nutrition
• waivers to increase schools’ flexibility to serve 

meals
• Pandemic EBT
• $15.5 billion for Emergency SNAP and increase in 

SNAP caseloads 
• Education stabilization fund suggests use for 

disease mitigation, more specificity needed for 
PPE for ESPs



What are we pushing Congress for now

• At least $175 billion more for the Education 

Stabilization Fund

• Extend Pandemic EBT into summer and next school 

year

• Increase SNAP benefits 

• Monthly minimum from $16 to $30

• Increase maximum benefit by 15%

• Fund school food service costs ($2 billion)

• $56 billion for PPE for ESPs



What action can you take

• Tell Congress we need MORE funding for the 

education stabilization fund, more funding for 

SNAP and school meals, to extend Pandemic 

EBT, and specific funding for PPE!

• Write to BOTH Senators and your Rep.:

nea.org/covidaction

https://educationvotes.nea.org/issue/covid-19/?ms=neacovidpg


Allowable activities under waivers



Some national best practices

Counselors and nurses on delivery buses

Free groceries at meal sites
Accessible hours and information

Fitting delivery busses with WiFi



More information on waivers

https://www.fns.usda.gov/disaster/pandemic/covid-19/cn-waivers-flexibilities

https://www.fns.usda.gov/disaster/pandemic/covid-19/cn-waivers-flexibilities


ESP Support in New Mexico
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New Mexico



Imagine a world where....

• Every child has access to universal meals
• Every child has access to wholesome real food
• Every ESP has a living wage and a full-time job

What do you imagine?





This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

Strike While the Iron is Hot!

https://www.flickr.com/photos/roadhouse57/4937959538/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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