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Know	Your	Rights:	Immigration	Enforcement	

	

Everyone	who	lives	in	the	U.S.	has	legal	rights,	regardless	of	
immigration	status.		
	
You	have	the	right	to	remain	silent.	You	may	refuse	to	speak	to	immigration	officers.	

• Don’t	answer	any	questions.	You	may	also	say	that	you	want	to	remain	silent.	

• Don’t	say	anything	about	where	you	were	born	or	how	you	entered	the	U.S.	

• Anything	you	say	can	be	used	against	you	in	removal	proceedings.	If	you	do	decide	to	speak	to	
officers,	do	not	lie.		

• Carry	a	rights	card	that	says	you	want	to	remain	silent	and	contact	your	attorney.	

• If	you	are	in	police	custody	or	detention,	do	not	discuss	your	immigration	information	with	
ANYONE	other	than	your	attorney.	
	

Do	not	open	your	door.		

• If	officers	are	at	your	door,	keep	the	door	closed	and	ask	if	they	are	immigration	agents	or	
from	Immigration	and	Customs	Enforcement	(ICE).		Ask	the	agents	why	they	are	there.			

• It	is	safer	to	speak	to	ICE	through	the	door.		
• If	the	agents	don’t	speak	your	language,	ask	for	an	interpreter.		
• ICE	must	have	a	warrant	signed	by	a	judge	to	be	allowed	to	enter	your	home.	They	rarely	have	

one.		
• Do	not	open	your	door	unless	an	ICE	agent	shows	you	a	warrant	signed	by	a	judge.		

o You	can	ask	the	ICE	agent	to	hold	the	warrant	against	a	window	or	slide	it	under	the	
door.		

o In	order	to	enter	your	home,	the	warrant	must	be	a	valid	arrest	or	search	warrant	
signed	by	a	judge.	To	be	enough	to	enter	your	house,	the	warrant	must	contain	the	
following:		

§ It	must	be	issued	by	a	court	and	signed	by	a	judge.	Look	at	the	top	and	the	
signature	line	to	see	if	it	is	a	judicial	warrant.		

https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/documents/red_card-self_srv-english.pdf
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§ It	must	name	a	person	in	your	residence	and/or	areas	to	be	searched	at	your	
address.		

o In	all	other	cases,	keep	the	door	closed	and	say	“I	do	not	consent	to	your	entry.”		
o An	administrative	warrant	of	removal	or	deportation	signed	by	DHS	or	ICE	officials	

does	not	allow	ICE	to	enter	your	home.		
• If	you	open	the	door,	officials	will	consider	that	you	are	giving	them	permission	to	enter.	Once	

they	are	inside,	an	ICE	officer	will	likely	ask	for	documents	of	everyone	inside.	
• Even	if	immigration	agents	have	a	valid	warrant	that	does	not	mean	you	have	to	answer	their	

questions.	If	immigration	agents	are	questioning	you	and	you	wish	to	remain	silent,	you	
should	say	aloud	that	you	wish	to	remain	silent	or	show	the	agents	your	Know	Your	Rights	
card.	

• If	officers	enter	(with	or	without	a	valid	warrant),	say	that	you	do	not	consent.		
	

If	you	are	approached	by	authorities	in	a	public	place/on	the	street:	

• Do	not	run.		

• Before	saying	anything	(including	your	name)	ask,	“Am	I	free	to	go?”	

• If	yes,	walk	away	slowly.	If	no,	do	not	walk	away.	

• In	some	states,	you	must	give	your	name.	

• If	you	are	searched,	stay	calm	and	say	“I	do	not	consent	to	this	search.”	
	

If	authorities	pull	you	over	in	the	car:		

• Pull	over,	turn	the	car	off	and	put	your	hands	on	the	steering	wheel.	

• Follow	all	instructions,	including	providing	license,	registration,	and	insurance.	Do	not	give	
false	documents.	

• If	an	officer	searches	your	car,	stay	calm	and	say	“I	do	not	consent	to	this	search.”	
	

If	you	are	arrested	or	detained,	do	not	physically	resist	or	fight	back.	Do	not	lie	or	
show	false	documents.		
	

You	have	the	right	to	speak	to	a	lawyer.		

• You	can	just	say,	“I	need	to	speak	to	my	attorney.”	
• You	may	have	your	lawyer	with	you	if	ICE	or	other	law	enforcement	questions	you.		
• If	you	are	placed	in	jail/police	custody	or	in	an	immigration	detention	center,	request	a	phone	

call	to	your	attorney.		

https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/documents/red_card-self_srv-english.pdf
https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/documents/red_card-self_srv-english.pdf
https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/resources/stop_identify_statutes_in_us-lg-20180201v3.pdf
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Do	not	sign	anything	without	speaking	to	a	lawyer.		

• You	can	refuse	to	sign	any	document.	ICE	may	try	to	get	you	to	sign	away	your	right	to	see	a	
lawyer	or	judge.	Make	sure	you	understand	what	a	document	actually	says	before	you	sign	it.		

• Do	not	rely	on	what	ICE	officers	are	telling	you	about	what	the	document	says.		
• If	you	have	a	lawyer,	you	can	ask	for	your	lawyer	to	be	present	before	signing	any	document.	

You	always	have	the	right	to	understand	what	you	are	signing.		
	

Always	carry	with	you	any	valid	immigration	documents	you	have.	

• For	example,	a	valid	work	permit,	a	DACA	authorization,	or	green	card.		
• Do	not	carry	false	documents	or	papers	from	another	country	with	you,	like	a	foreign	

passport.	They	could	be	used	against	you	in	the	deportation	process.		
	

Have	an	Emergency	Plan.	

• Memorize	the	phone	number	of	a	friend,	family	member,	or	attorney	to	call	if	you	are	
arrested.		

• Select	someone	to	take	care	of	your	family,	especially	children	and	the	elderly.		If	you	fear	
that	your	deportation	will	leave	your	children	without	a	guardian,	create	a	family	
preparedness	plan.	This	may	mean	consulting	with	an	attorney	to	properly	establish	a	
guardian	for	your	children,	making	sure	your	children	and	the	guardian	know	about	the	plan,	
and	that	the	guardian	can	access	the	resources	needed	to	care	for	your	children.				

• Create	a	list	of	your	medications	and	your	family	members’	medications.		
• Prepare	a	safe	place	at	home	where	you	keep	important	papers	and	contact	information	such	

as	birth	certificates	and	immigration	documents	and	make	sure	that	the	person	you	have	
selected	to	take	care	of	your	family	knows	where	that	place	is.		
	

If	you	need	a	lawyer:	

• Nonprofit	organizations	that	provide	low-cost	help	can	be	found	at	immigrationlawhelp.org.	

• The	immigration	courts	have	a	list	of	lawyers	and	organizations	that	provide	free	legal	
services:	justice.gov/eoir/list-pro-bono-legal-service-providers-map.	

• At	https://www.adminrelief.org	there	is	a	search	engine	that	lists	all	legal	services	near	your	
zip	code.	

• You	can	search	for	an	immigration	lawyer	using	the	American	Immigration	Lawyers	
Association’s	online	directory,	ailalawyer.com.	

• The	National	Immigration	Project	of	the	National	Lawyers	Guild	also	has	an	online	find-a-
lawyer	tool:	https://www.nationalimmigrationproject.org/find.html.	
	

https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/resources/family_preparedness_plan_v3-20170323.pdf
https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/resources/family_preparedness_plan_v3-20170323.pdf
http://www.immigrationlawhelp.org/
http://www.justice.gov/eoir/list-pro-bono-legal-service-providers-map
https://www.adminrelief.org/
http://www.ailalawyer.com/
https://www.nationalimmigrationproject.org/find.html
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Report	Raids	

• If	you	are	caught	in	a	raid,	do	not	run.		
• If	possible,	take	photos	and	videos	of	the	raid	or	arrest.	When	you	are	safely	able	to	do	so,	

take	detailed	notes	on	what	happened.	
• Call	United	We	Dream’s	hotline	to	report	a	raid:	1-844-363-1423	or	text	877877.		

	


