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MY VISION FOR ASPIRING ED:

Expand Diverse Membership Advocate for Fair & Inclusive
& Recruitment Bylaws

Increase National Strengthen State Leadership
Representation & Access & Support

“We don't just need a seat at the table—we need to be part of the team, equipped
with the knowledge and resources to lead today, not yesterday.”
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	LEAD TODAY. NOT YESTERDAY.
	I, Zachary Sheriff, a first-generation college student and a dedicated leader and advocate for Aspiring Educators currently serve as the Texas Aspiring Educators State President, a role I have held for the past two years. My leadership journey began as a freshman when I first became involved at the chapter level, and I have since had the opportunity to serve as Treasurer, Secretary, Vice President, and President.
	At the national level, I have served on the NEA Resolutions Committee, the Aspiring Educators National Advisory Committee, and the Aspiring Educators Elections Committee. Through these experiences, I have gained firsthand insight into how policy is shaped, how members are supported, and how opportunities for aspiring educators can be expanded across the country.
	As a first-generation student, I deeply value education and view it as my top priority. It has shaped not only my personal journey, but also my purpose as a leader. I am passionate about ensuring that Aspiring Educators are not only recognized as future educators, but as present-day leaders who deserve access, representation, and a voice in decision-making spaces.
	I believe that while Aspiring Educators may have a seat at the table, they must also be equipped with the knowledge, resources, and opportunities to meaningfully contribute and lead. My platform centers on equity, inclusion, leadership development, and national representation, with a commitment to empowering members at every level.
	I invite others to join me in this work—let’s strengthen our collective voice, expand opportunity, and ensure Aspiring Educators everywhere are not just included in the conversation, but helping lead it.


